Endiati Aecessit

[bookmark: _Hlk511126833][bookmark: _Hlk511126834][bookmark: _Hlk511126835][bookmark: _Hlk511126836][bookmark: _Hlk511126837][bookmark: _Hlk511126838][bookmark: _Hlk511126839][bookmark: _Hlk511126840][bookmark: _Hlk511126841][bookmark: _Hlk511126842]Optati to dis estiunt aborerspedi odia cumenti tem  (Title - Calibri Light 7 pt)

ABSTRACT
Objective: The aim of this paper is to analyse the extent of student involvement in higher education governance by considering Malta as a case study. When analysing participation within institutions, two main players are involved: students and staff.
Methodology: The author uses a hybrid of methodological tools to analyse the subject matter. A review of the existing literature is compounded with document analysis and the collection of unpublished institutional data.
Findings: Student participation in the governance of higher education institutions (HEIs) is becoming a pressing reality. Students, who are the institutional clients, are a crucial key player in the manner in which HEIs are governed and managed. Therefore, HEIs have an interest in ensuring effective student participation. Various mechanisms are available and student participation is not always at an optimum level.
Value Added: This paper analyse in detail two main mechanisms of student participation: elections and academic feedback. A qualitative analysis is provided in order to measure the extent of participation. Elections are an important tool to elect student representatives while study-unit and course feedback provide valuable information to improve teaching and learning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Recommendations: Further research is required in order to determine the quality of student participation in academic boards and committees. Therefore, the quantitative analysis is to be embraced with qualitative data. Furthermore, HEIs are to study ways in which they can create more participatory tools within their complex governing arrangements. The issue of involving more established student societies, which are not intrinsically part of the governing structures, is also essential.
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